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The present wríting is designed to furnish the visitors
tourists especiallv - with a guide, whenever they plan to visir
the ruins of the legendary city of Tiahuanaco.

At the same time, we wish to point out in the following
pages what we have seen in these ruins. The latter are at
present in a really deplorable state of havoc, which increases
day by dav, no effective mea sures having been taken for their
preservation and restoration; that is why it is difficult for the
visitor to envisage in a clear impression, what the remains
that appear before his eyes have been in the past, as most oí
thern look at first sight but shapeless heaps of stones, isolated
columns or foundations which reveal nothing about the whole.

Our project may seem daring, and no doubt, it will have
errors, but we believe that years of study devoted to Bolivian
.Archaeology authorize us to carry out this effort, and display
a sufficiently clear sketch of the whole.

,
RRST REMARK
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The vilIage ehurch, of a .really monumental size, is to

tal1y buiIt oE stones which were removed from the ruíns, and
pieces of mouldings can be seen on it. The number of sto
nes used for thís building is sueh, that they easily represent
a: similar quantiry, if not greater, compared to the rest still
lying in the ruíns. lf to this we add the other stones used
for the construction oE tbe vil1age houses, the ones used in

•.

,

,

•
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The city ruins we are dealing wírh líe sorne four leagues

frOID the south bank of Titicaca Lake, and on the railway line
streechinz to the port of Guaqui, where one stop s to board ab •

ship to cross the lake in order to get to the port of Puno. in
Peru. There is a permanent service of rail ..cars from La Paz
to Guaqui which mav be used to advantage for e visit to the
ruins. although very little time can be spared for their study .

At present, Tiahuanaco consists of two things: fírstly, a
contemporary village population which in ro-dav's denomina
tion could be descríbed as a half-breed, typical of the Platean.
with little acrívity except on feast and market days, when
the indigenous inhabitants of the región arrive in the víllage
in great numbers, not.only for rhe sake of the spirit of com
munity Iife, bur a]50 to do their shopping. Economically, the
víllage lives on the -latter. Secondly, it consists of the ruins
above mentíoned, the main ones Iying sorne five hundred
metres from the present village square. . .

, It is to be noted that the sanie contemporary village has
been buílt 011 past ruins and that ofren, carved stones and
monoliths (statues), are Iound whenever diggings are conduc
ted, as foundations of new houses, Moreover, there are many
buildings in the village which, in rheir fronts, doors and
foundatíons, show carved stones removed frorn the ruins .
•.

•

INTRODUCING TIAHUANACO
•



The remains of a large settlement, prior to the Incas, díd
'not pass unnoticed to the orst Spaniards that set foot in the
lands which ate now Bolivian. Many are the travellers and
chroniclers who teII us of the admiratíon they felt at what
they wcre contemplatíng, or, sometimes, at what they were
being told: and with no exception. the data they hand down
to us, correspond ro a period that goes far beyond the origin
of Inca Cívilízaticn.

Cieza de León, Garcilaso, Lízárraga, Cobo and others are
among the fírst to leave on print the admiration which these
ruin s aroused in them. At the same time, in the lines they .
devore to these, and in the extensive reference of P.B. Cobo
which is worthy of notice, we can realize that even in those
times" the antique monuments were in o better state than to
day' s. It is to be noted also, that these first visitors agreed
in the existence of two Iarge "heights' or "hand-made tu
mulí tr 1 i. e. the accumulatíon of huge quantities of earth.

Most of the authors in later periods did not realize what
the above mentioned reference meant. To all of thern, these
«hand ...made tumuli- were simply 1 natural formations, mere
híllocks: thus minimizing the importance of che ruins.

Another point about which the old chroniclers agree is
that in their own times, a w a 11 was still standing, which
corresponds to the present building called "Kalasasaya' ,
whose existence a great number of authors have a150denied.
We shall presently deal with this at length,

•

•

-TIAHUANACO AT THE TIME OF THE CONQUEST

the railway line and bridge s, those raken to the city of La
Paz, for the several public buildings, especiallv for the Cathe ...
dral, etc., we can well imagine that at least two thirds of the
stones which originally existed at the time of the Conquest,

" have disappeared from the site.

----- - --
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Scientifíc investigation fared better concerning rhe srudv
of this cívilization, outsíde the area of the aboye mentíoned
ciry: long ago, it was easy to identífy the .characteristics of
the ceramics belonging. ro the Tiahuanaco cívilization, Later
on, the same was rraced -from Cochabamba ro the Peruvian
Coast, íncludíng the North of Lima, and all the North of
Chile.' ¡: It was obvious that we were before a. great cultural
expansión, .which had raken place before the Incas, and whose
scope was about halE a millieu .square kílomeeers. ::i _

r ,
. ,.

• Later on come ehe scientific researéhers. Their visión,
generallv speaking, did not encompass more than what we
have alreadv mentíoned. Plans of che ruins <" all incomplete
- were drawn up, photógraphs -were taken, some excavations
were made, more harmful than: useful, and phrases such as
"megalithic ruíns" 1 "millenary city ' ran often, but no really
'serious studies werc carríed: out.

,......

•

I

,

The fundameneal Interpretarion was that the building
known as the Kalasasaya, consisting of a series of columns or
píllars which surround a great quadrangülar space, fonned a
sortof "cromlech", similar to those of Europe and especlally
to that of Stonehenge in England. The "heights' as such,
disappear in these descríptions, 01' eIse they are referred to as
a natural' hillock, somewhat refórmed ro serve as a defensive
fortress.· _

•

áfter the oId chroñíclers, the ruins of Tlahuanaco 'ornIy
deserve the .fleetirig attention of sorne, travellers, among
whom one counts sorne scholars or sorne curious people. /\s
a result, and added ro the older data,· a~tually a legend is
born about these monuments. , ..

TIAHUANACO AND THE~ RECENT ~INVESTIGATIONS
~. .

"" ~ .. .
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tTI{E.l CUtTURA:t P.ERIODS OF 'TIAHUANACO ~
." ' ..., ~

'.. I~•J~J!.:'"Through 'the' stud)r' ofJ the ceramics, which offers betrer
_ ~. f ,¡

~esu~tsthan the [ncomplere study carried out up to now o.~
the~ruins; lt 'hasBeerí' póssíble te divide rhe culture of Tia
huanaco in,: three gieai: periods- of- development ... Similar
writiri:gs;':~'a~'tcr"ori,the remaíns óf the buildings have not 'met
i¡~~~1.?~~!rl~1í~1~¡of :~~.f,.,:~l1Y.e~1~~~tor~:".and}fe~ap¡~a~y,t~a~thev
~taye.fai e~_to ptov~ COI}VlnC1ng. '\ :'
~ . \ • !The "~gree~bovemenrioned períods, can' be .dísringuíshed
~s!~Up'Ys;"~C~?~~~p~:~b~h~.cer~tpj~s;·~lICf~ t Iri: ,J:J' ,:~)qm.':nA!.fq~:Aco ,~ ..! I • , • r-

l. ~ItS"-charactenstlc ..feature ...iS1 a painted and polvchrome
,tJy';P~~~¡t~rati1ics.,wit~'Üttle poltsh, tes rnain forms are:' sorne
~Qd' Qf·:derllijQnn, a perfumer wíth a felíne head and another...
~S0)tof .iell1ijolm or.small, long ...necked, .wide-moutbed pítcher .
.r,be.~~,~reÍlo(statue,~' or..moaolíths, whích , carr with cerrainty
b~~~scrJp~dts) ,this .períod, but we ínclude: as belonging to tt;
the ones found ro the South. in Iesus de Machaca or Huan
~~~é)....}llQ :thé. $gi~llrnónolith 'found by :.Wetidell Bennett in.. _*... _.. - r
the small Kalasasaya, whose adornments are vety different
from the ones that are found latero Posnansky ascribes the
,t~9J.sWall,td~I~>.whích are seentq-day in' frant of rhe Village
churcla, ro this, períod, something whrch we víew wírh .scep
!iC~sn1.• L;OUt assumprions are based. on the fact that adot
rnenrs similar eo those fOU11d on the monolíths at Huancané•• •

can be seen in sorne of the ceramics previouslv mentioned .
.

b). ,CLASS{CAl 11A·HUA1N,ACO'
,

Belonging to this period we have a very fine rvpe of
p'ó1ycñrome ceramies, with 'careful polish and the greatest
tliinnés's in ' the sídes of "the vases. There are innumerable,

férms. The ruins ascribed to this period seem to be practi-
eai1X~~11 :t~e'.~~ah.':li~n~~o~i'ns, .and t~e '?t1n ,Gat.e a.1so, ~nd
the mónolirhs-wíeh geonretncal figures, etc. Both this period

•

•
• •• •,

~•• * ~ ,,:

,., ..
•



The issue of the antiquity of the Thiahuanaco Civiliza
tíon is something that was raísed by the first chroníclers who
vísíted its ruin S, and there was one who asserted that these
were the oldest in the continent. In its original sense, this
statement meant only that the ruins were older than the
Inca's, but the idea of an exaggerated antiquity successfullv
caught fue.

There have been many writers who have ascribed fabu...
lous dates to these ruin s, most of the figures ranging up to
12.000 years B. C" a magic figure associated with the date
of the alleged sinking of the assumed Atlantis and which
exerts irs ínfluence on many present living human beings.

TIAHUANACO ANO THE FANCIFUL ESTIMATE OF ITS
ANTIQUITY

Its ceramics conrínues, at the begínning of the prevtous
períod, but alreadv without areíseíc creatíon: it· declines in
every way later on. There ís nor, in Tíahuanaco itself, 3;11Y .: ;
architectural remain or monolith that could safely be ascríbed
to this period, even though many rombs show ceramícs of
the Expansive Period. Thís is the period that spreads out
over the already mentioned regions, from Cochabamba to the
North of Lima and to the North of Chile. We do not know.
of one monolith comíng from these expansion sites. Thís
period, towards its close, transforms itself in rhe-híseortc
Colla Kíngdom, conquered by the Incas under Pachacurec.

•e) EXPANSIVE TIAHUANACO

and the prevíous one had little geographical expansion, and
therefore their remains can be found only in the south regíon
of the lake and in sorne of íts islands. Therefore, local cultu
res achieved in art what they could not achíeve in expansiono

'.

. . . ..•• t • • •••



In a short time it ís expected to arrive at exact dates
about the antiquity of Tíahuanaco, in each of the aboye
mentioned períods. These will be the result of the larest
procedure known as u 14 Carbon Dating " J through whích it
is possíble to fíx the date in which any organíc remaín ceased
living. In Tíahuanaco itself, samples for thís analysis have
already been obraíned.

While awaiting the results of this test, it is right to state
that, according to up...to ..date knowledge, the antiquity of
the ruins of Tiahuanaco, in its Classical Period, is not earlíer
than the Christian Era; the OId Period ís generally and like
wise located within that Era, but sorne investigators date it
sorne few centuries earlier.

The investigation carried oue in this fíeld has encompas
sed the events that took place in the Peruvían area where the
Tíahuanacc Cívílízation spread during the third períod, in a

THE REAL ANTIQUITY OF TlAHUANACO
•

'.

•

": "In 'Bolivia, especíallv, Engineer Arthür Posnansky d~vo ...
ted many years of bis life to finding mvthícal interpretations
to alleged astronomíc calculus obraíned measuring the ruínsr
hís ínferences were that the Tiahuanaco Civilization was some
12.000or 15.000 years oJd (Classícal Períod), and that the
same had been the original ceneer of world cívilizarion.

These interpretations have not been accepted by any
serious investigator, neíther in Bolivia nor in the rest of the
world, Furehermore, similar interpretatíons have been made
about other rernains of old cívllízatíons, not only of other
places in America hut also in the Old Wotld. They are the
produce of an ínfantile stare in scientifíc investigation, where
personal research work is not yet controlled by adequate
self...crirícism aod where the criticism of other investigators,
is unknown or deliberately ignored.

•

,

"
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Even so, the historiea1 Colla Kingdom would be a poli
tical·continuation of the Tiahuanaco Empire of the Expansive
Period, for it comprised all the present territories of La Paz,
Cochabamba, Northern Chile, and Puno and Arequipa.ín Perú.

• • •

. -

. .
At this- date .. which marks an obvious decadence-might

.. ' nave started the cultural transformatiou which produced the
hístorical Colla Kingdom. conquered by the Incas in 1.400.
This said cultural transformarion is noticed aboye all in 'thé
ceramics, which alter the total decadence of the forms of
vases and their decorarions, takes up new leads and starts a
weak renaissance already dífferent to what Tiahuanaco had
been.

· '.•·

· .. ' Classical Ttahuanaco might have developed between 500
-and 800 A. D. and sorne investigators have even stated
1.000 A. D.

Expansíve Tiahuanaco couId have begun towards 900 or
1.000 A.D. having lasted, .in global figures, up to 1.200 A.D.

•

• •

" '

.
We can state, in global terms, that what is accepted to ..

day about the antiquity of Tiahuanaco is as' follows:
OId Tíahuanaco ís placed in the first centuries of the

Era, and it must have prolonged itself more or less until ehe
vear 500 A. D., the Peruvian ínvestigaror Julio e: TeIlo ís
rhe onlv important scholar who has accepted an antiquity
that could go up to a similar date before the Christian Era.

,
""

higher proporrion th~n the studv conducted in Bolivia itself.
The pioneer was Professor Max Llhle, who first set down the
correlations and the chronological dates. -The same were
followed and modífied «after being controlled- by several
mvestígators, 'among which we can .observe dífferences rang
ing up ro .centuríes but most of the times not surpassing them
mu~. ' .~ ,
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•

'. .

.. , The natíve population of América originaJly derives
from rwo great and distinct migration pathways oríginated in
the OId W'Orld. The fírsr, verv likelv no less than 5Q.000
years old, is rhe result -óE an Asiatic mígration, better said
Síberían, which arrived here through the Behríng Straírs, at
rhe beginning of the last lee Age.

Through this pathway, and in successíon, during several
thousand vears, several peoples arrived: whites and primitive
Mongolians mainlv. Their culture was still very' primirive, .
that of collectors and hunters. They spread throughout the
Continent, without changing their original cultural ty pe.

Later on, towards 2.0'10 B. C., as a first date, but conti
nuing at least until the Christian Era, new peoples arrived in
the Continent, through the Pacific Ocean, who knew agri
culture. The first were simply primitive agriculturists, with
ceramics, like the present Chíriguanos from Santa Cruz. Boli
via; with a tribal lífe but wíthout a real civílized life. i

The origin of world civilization is found, in its first
stages, in the North of Mesopotamia: thence, it spread throug- .
hout the world. FroID Mesopotamía, between 4.000 and
3.000 BL C., 'civilizatíon branched off towards Egypt, rhrough
Turkestan to China and by the Persian Gulf te .India. From
LIdia it passed into Indochina, the Malay Península, Micro
nesia, Central Ameríca (through the Pacific) .~nd the Andíne
Region. .

-

11

THE ORIGIN OF THEtIVJLIZATION OF TIAHUANACO.
• 4

. As ro the origin of the Tiahuanaco Civilization, the
solutíon of the several issues is slowI y taking place, above
a11ehrough the comparison with the rest of the indigenous
ci vilizations, and with the whole 'of the population of rhe

•contínent.

,
•

- - -~-------
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10· Village remains

1 I
(Original drawing by Dick Ibarra

. Grasso, José de Mesa, Teresa
Gisberl).

7. Acapana or flre Great Py-
rhmid .

8. Pumapuncu . ~ 1 . j .'

9. . The Piers 01' ¡he antp_hí-. .,..
thuüre, fhe lnca's uniiing
desk, Ihe broken inonoliih, efe.

5.

6.

2. Kalasasaya
3" The Palqce 01 Ille,Saréophagi
4· ,rIle f4nteon gafe and th,e,

.$",al1 Pllram~ds 't*"'- ........
Sm~ll Kqlasasaya:
Kantalayila. arl_d:fltt maq1-le.tte

•

1, The SU1%-Gafe ana ihe Priest
. ,

, .

('TAYPICAI;A',IN,AYMA-
,

RA) WI·TH,A TENTATIVE
RESTORA TlON OF lTS
PRINCIPAL' BUILDINGS.-'
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The Inca Cívilization, most líkelv, is a marginal produce

of the Expansive Tiahuanaco Civilization, Its ceramics is
largely línked to that of the Colla Period, although in sorne
details it has features of the Chincha Civilization, of Central,

Perol which was a1so ínfluenced by the Collas.

,

The Expansive Period is a derívative, perhaps of a pro...
•vincial sryle of the Classícal. Culture of 'Tíahuanaco. We

partly fínd the explanation for its decadence in the fact that
the milítary ínterests, necessarily the outcome of the expan
sion, predominated over the artístico Evídentlv, the Tiahuana
co culture of the Classical and Expansive Periods corresponds
to the Aymara peoples .

13

Even before the event of the Tiahuanaco Civílization,
several agricultural peoples with knowledge of ceramics and
copper arrived in the Andine Region of Bolivia, across the
Andes mounrain range. These, however, did not know
about the polvchrome painting in ceramics, and it was these
'peoples who went into the Argentine Northwest,
I "The First Period of Tiahuanaco alreadv displays paínted
.ceramícs, with clear 'evídence 'of a more developed culture;
its style in painting is associated aboye all with the Recuay
stvle,' from the Huavllas Passage in Peru. The Second Period.
termed Classical, has fine ceramics, beautifully painted, with
the tvpical fearures ...o.f several Peruvían cultures appearing on
ir, Nazca partícularlv: its bírthplace líes to the South of Lima
on ehe ;Peruvian Coasr..•

•'-
\

'!HE ORIGIN OF THE SEVERAL CULTURAL PERIODS OF
TIAHUAl'jACO _~ . .

•

The cívilization is made up of an urban life and a social
organízation of castes, with hierarchy and a theocratic king.
This State Culture origiuated the Tiahuanaco Civilizatíon.

,
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. The Sun Gafe: in ¡he Norfhwesf comer 01 the Kalasasaya 11
I

•

•

¡

•
• • •

J

•

•

•

•

We will not furnish information here .conceiníng the
means to get te the ruíns, for the only organized system
consists of sorne rail-cars, of little practical value owing to
their time tableo The traveller can also arrive there by car
or by one of the trucks which daily journey to the r ort of
Guaqui, leaving from: Buenos Aires Avenue in La Paz.

• •

•
• •

-\ ARRIVAL AT TIAHUANACO
,•

• •• ••

VISITINC THE RUIN5
I

•• I..1 •
•/ .;'.
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The Sun Gafe: delail o{ its top, showing the bas-reliefJ

."

•

•

••

Having the map in mind (Page S) it will be easy to re
late the series of numbers attached to it, to our writing.
These numbers wUI a1so serve to indica te the places we
visited.

We believe that the travelIer wants to see the SUD Gate
firSt of all: it can easily he seen by those that come from the
main road and also by those coming from the seation. We
will therefore start our description with it.

'. . •

The railway station stands in a place that is almost mido'
way between the two principal groups of ruins, that of the
Kalasasava-Acapana and the Pumapuncu. The main road
from La Paz runs a few metres ro the north side of .the Kala
sasaya and goes on to the village.

•

I•
I
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MOtl0lífhic; pi 'r,~'fe}',nillal:;p~'r:t of a COltlmn'fo'stipporf, .
¡he' 'r.'001:,.Igirrg . by:Jhe S"t,i Gaie.,~ ~ - -0''1 ' '( ... . ....o_ • ~. .""- •

The present Iocatíon. of rhe Sun Gate is not the origlnal {.:.
one: it has been rnoved manv times, .and in 1'904 'was moved (. '.

... ~ ...
for the last time; nothing is knewn about íts primitívelocatíon.
Considering its propórrions as a whole, we cannot say it is
another think of it as a whole carved srone. It is then that
its monumental characteristic stands out in Iull. The openíng
in the door is rathcr narrow and is not very hígh, for sorne
persons of high stature have to stoop if they want to cross it.

.'

1•- The SUH gate and ;the priest . .1. .'

We are now before the famous Sun Gate. a monolithíc
block, carved Ü1 the hard volcanic stone called andesite, whose
frontispiece is ·c.overed wíth a 'fine tcxture of bas..reliefs of an
enigmatic importo

It lies to-day on the northwest comer of the Kalasasaya.
It is only natural that the visitor does not concern himself
with the endless rows of the Kalasasaya pillars: 'he busíes .

t hímself with the Sun Gate at first, leavíng the study of these
pillars for latero ~ J
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. The reliefs in the aboye mentioned frieze are the most,
noteworthv: they totally cover the Ironrispiece of the Sun
Gate. As¡ a whole, they consist of a "ceprr~,r' figure, with a
human shape, whose f;¡ce stands out and ~scrowned wíth rays,
It is seated . 0,11 a kind of throne, which prolongs its.elt
downwaids and sideways in a series of lines forming a ~or~.ot
Grecian fret, with ourstandíng condor heads and suns

·•- r I r,. , {•

J•• 1 ,( r
. ..' -· ,

J •

••

•- •

•

Monolifh caUed ¡he Priest, Standing
Soulhwest of ¡he Kalasasaya •.

•
•

. ..

,'1 •
•

l' e_, JJlrJ :J•
1 J ÜI (_ '. ' } .seu 2 I 1.

I 1
, .

, I ~1: J

•

.(
,

¡ , ••.., ,.
"

. We provide a detail which the visitor will not find in
other-.wrieingsr in ,the lower part of the .cpeníng whích ª't
present js covered with sorne cemenj: _,this,ht;e:akSlgeclearlj;
shows th~tthe Gate has had a threshold, made in the same
block of 'stone and that irreverent hands broke it :a long
time ago, ., . .1 • • 1 .~ • l ~ y~ • 1, , .. .; _

• •••
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What does this group of figures mean? There are many
interpretations concerning it and none of them has been
suffíciently substantial ~to convínce the investigators. To
seme,' it is a monarch and his principal subjects, to others, a
military monument: ·there has Leen someone who has said that
ít is'a nionument tb '-~gricult~re, commernorating the struggle
wírh an insect plague'.. The majority ha ve insisted on the
ideaof a calendar, but their interpretations have been diverse:
eírher it was a lunarccálendar similar to that of Mesopotamia,
or a Mayan calendar,' with months of twenty days, or a calen-

I

dar very much like ours, wíth twelve monrhs of thirty days
each. - Professor Ar'fnur Posnansky' s theory, consisting of the
Iateer, is the most organized as far as we know, although we
do not mean by this that it ís true ór that we personally
accept it. According to this interpretatións the central figure
represents the month of September, with which the indigenous
year starts, and the suns of the lower pa~t of the fríeze, up ro
the 'human figure holding a herrr," the . followirig "eleven'

'h "~ I Imont s. ) l. .' •

•

•

or moonsz) in..between their fissures. On both sides of" ttle
central figure and above the fret already mentioned, there are- ,
three rows of human figures lying as ti they were a procession
towards the central one. Those at the top and the bottom
have human faces, ..whereas the middle ones show -a-condor
head which is probably a mask. Al! these figures wield a rod
or sceptre; the central figure has two, one in each hand, and
in analysing details one can see that it is a sort of fagot of
javelines or throwing spears, and an «estolica- or propeller,
i. 'e. the predecessor of the bow, which was used in order to
have greater víolence .

•r• • •f•

•
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There is a Mayan building, in Palenque, which has a gate
similar te this altheugh it is not monolithic: and i~ stands
precisely for what we have mentioned before, the entrance
to 'the holy of holies, the "TABL~RO DE LA CRUZ". .- I• •

On the occasion of dealíng with the other gates 'which
still stand in Tiahuanaco, a11of them monolithic, we will be
able to furnish other comments about this particular gate and
venture ene about its origínal location.

From the Sun Gate, in a direct line to the South, until
•the farthest extreme, Southwest of the Kalasasaya, it is possíble

to dístinguish a raíling inside which an important monolíth
stands.

Row of pitlars of the Kf!lnsnsaYfl, 011 fhe Norih Sitie
r.¡

,t•

•
,

,

• •••
•

..
•
I ~
•..: -;1'"

. The íssue concerníng- what this Gate hás been is insepa ..
rabie ftom the one about .its original place. Such a thing is
net known and there are various interpretations. We believe
that it could not have been an outside door, in the open air,
such as it stands at present, but the inner door of a building,
something like the entrance to the holy of holies in ,the prin
cipal temple. In this case it is Iikely that it must have stood
on'rop of the pyramid of Acapana, as we shall later on see.-
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It makes an immense precinct, 120 metres long and 118
metres 'ríd:, stretching East to West. AIl along its sides the
above said pillars stand, like sentries keeping the secrets of
the pasta .

I

.
\ This monolith or statue, does not stand either in its ori...

ginaI place; it has been moved and nobody knows where it
was when first found.

2.- The Kalasasaya.
Once inside this building, we notice that it is surrounded

by quadrangular columns or pillars, whatever denomination
one may choose. Its name means, as a matter of fact, and
in Aymara language, «S-tones standing-in a row».

r. ;

To. the East. side, in the directíon of the sunrise, almost
in the míddle between the pillars, one finds a big stone
perron, which has often been called «rnonolirhic», but this 15
wrong, for it is made of severa! big stones. It is sorne six
metres long and on account of the destructive work of time,
the stairs are already irregularly shaped.

From this position in the perron, and as one mounts it
and looks towards the whole of the Kalasasaya building; one
can re..creare it as it was originally, and also appreciate its
dífference with whatever one could see at first sight.

lt ís The Priest, termed thus on account of a mistaken
translation of an indigenous word which meant «Father Stone>
(Piedra Padre). At present it is very deteriorated, almost
hroken in two, and he Id together with an iron ringo It is one
of the most typical monoliths of the Classical Period, according
to its shape and reliefs, among which the most outstanding
are those of the belt, crab...shaped. Its hands hold objecrs not
altogether identifiable.
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Prom the aboye mentioned posirion, a soreof courtyard
can be: seen, which stretches from the end of the perron and
goes a little further beyond half the building: to the furthest
end, and on both sides stand several mounds, as if forrning

'. small hills which híde most of the pillars, They form a sort
of U surrounding the courtyard, reaching the flanks of the
pillars.

Very few have noticed the existence of the mounds and
their importance, and yet it is these which provide the erigí
nal form of the Kalasasava, as we will later see. .-

There is no such thing as pillars or columns: they are
pedestals supporting a cohtinuous wall which has beeu men
tioned by several chronielers and which stood in part until
1620; there are some remnants of this wall, under the earth,
as can be seen in the North slde, slightly eastwards from
where the Sun Gate stands. This wall in its time reached
the height of the bigger pillars and surrounded all the building;
the terreplein which at present is found dissernbled inside the
Kalasasaya was a real platform. This platform, from the outsíde
reached the height of the wall, which in its stead was simply
a retaining wall.

There was another wall inside, of a 1110re modest size,
surrounding the courtyard already mentioned: there are very
few remains of this waII, hardly sufficienr to notice its exis
tence. Thus we see that the Kalasasaya was made of: a big
terreplcin, some four metres high, with an external retaining
wall and a smaller one inside whích overlooked a courtyard.
The access to the latter was madc possible by a big perron.
We provide the reconstruction with the corresponding
drawing.

The inside courtyard must have had a series of steps,
possibly five, which were used to climb to the higher plat
form, and on it, on its West side, it seems that there must
have bcen a series of quare turrets. -

•
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3.- The palace of the Sarcophagi.
West of the Kalasasaya, a few metres from the end of

the píllars, there are the basements of another building, at
present greatly deteriorared, which used to be called the P_A
LACE OF THE SARCOPHAGI, according to the investigators
who discovered it in 1903, on account of having found sorne
sort of stone cases which they interpreted as such.

To the West, the pillars form something like a projection
over the aboye mentioned quadrangular ser, and besídes, they
are bigger and of a harder stone. Sorne ínvestigators have
asssumed that it is a latter aggregate, hut rhis version has not
been sufficiently cleared,

•

There are still sorne missing data about the Kalasasaya.
To its North and East sides, at the foot of the píllars, a three
metre talus can be seen still, with retention groundwork.
Therc must be something similar 011 the other sides but
everything is covered with the earth accumulated through
the years. That is to say, that all the construction of the
Kalasasaya is huilt on a smaIl pyramidal base and pedestal.

• •

In the site called Kantatayita, which we will consider
in section 6, there is a big carved stone which is, precisely,
the maquette of a Tiahuanaco building. Posnansky believed
it was the Palace- of the Sarcophagi, but W. Bennett and our
selves have identified it with the Kalasasaya already considered
before. With our description, particularly with the vision we
get from the perron, the central courtyard and the U formed
,by the terreplein, it is possihle to realize the complete identity
of out view with the maquette.

r
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Tite Paniheon or Moon Gnfe slaud¡"g
al presen! 011 a stnall I'yranlid .

• •

•

,
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Ths maquette o{ the Kantatayita, which exactly reproduces
th e original shape 01 ¡he !VJlastJiaya,

.'

•
•

•

A view of the subterranean «room», more likely a iomb,
to the North of the Kalasasaya.

\

•

.,
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The space between the external and internal walls is a

litjle more than eight metres. Such a width, t_p have a roof
évideritlv réquíred something to support it. Our interpreta-
'tiOl1 is tHat there ínust have been a level roof fonned of big
slabs, which in the middle were supported by stone columns
in thé fonn of pilasters.
. . Excavations would be needed in order to confirm the
aboye, but instead, the pilasters existo On both sides of the
Sun Gate two of them can be clearly seen, beatifully carved.
Thev are 'square and end fu two enlargements made on the
same stone. 'Other similar pilasters are found -i11 the present ...
day church, in the víllage, which in number of eleven have
been used to support the row of arches of the courtyard ar
the entrance. There, are. some three or four in the houses of
the village, serving as seats. .

On the West pare, within the wal1s of the respective
hall, th~..re.is an e~tran't1,¡tq a.§llbterranean gallerv which likely
is a drainage works. . .

)

•,.

It is a building' which has been forty metres wide. Its
remains show us a double row of foun Iations surrounding a
central courtyard: to the East side there are sorne orher carved
stones, totally displaced so that· at present ene cannot appre
ciate its origiudl disposition: nevertheless it was there that
stood an entrancc.and a flight of steps, with a tiled courryard
of which remain only some few photographs.

The double row offoundatíons gives us clearlv the shape
of' the building. Evidently, these foundations correspond to
a consrruction composed of a series of rooms or halls facing
the central" courtyard. The stones of thé inner foundations
give evidence of big portals, according to the distance between
them. \. ' .

"



4.- Tite Moon Gsre and the small pyramids
From where we were standing, on the West side of the

Palace of theSarcophagí, we could walk a líttle further towards
the Northwest. Is is there where at first sight one sees four
srnall tumuli. On one of them, the biggest and called the
"Phanteon of the variolous' - thus denorninated on account
of the many intennents whích were carried out there on the

\ occasion of an epidemy ,..there is another monolithic door.
Before dealing with this other door, we will start by

stating that these four small tumuli have all been small pyra
mids. To-dav they are very deteríorated and their shape
cannot be appreciated, but the biggest still keeps its pyramidal
for, somewhat quadrangular and with a top platform that is
quite planeo

T o the South of these remains of pyramids, and to the
west of the Palace of the Sarcophagi, there are some few
foundations which 'show that there must have stood in that
place another quadrangular building, sorne sixty-two metres
long and thirty metres wide. We cannot add further infor
mation concerning the latter, on account of its utter deterio
rated state.

What we have called the Moon Gate is so called by
sorne authors: others, Posnansky among them, keep this name
for another gate that stands in the Pumapuncu unir, with
which we will deal later.

It is a much símpler gate than the Sun Gate, smaller and
with thinner walls. Its frontal part shows on the top a carved
frieze, whose designs correspond in their pattern with those
of the base frieze of the Sun Gate, although it has fishes heads
instead of condor heads.
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According to Posnansky it was a building of the First
Tiahuanaco; according to Bennett, of the Third Periodo We
believe that it corresponded, Iike all Tiahuanaco, to the
Classical Periodo

21

It is in a deplorable state; old photographs show that it
was a construction with walls supported by pillars, very much
like the big Kalasasaya already dealt wíth, but in a more
modest size. Very little remains of these walls.

5.- The small Kalasasaya or semi-subterraneaff templ&.
We are now turning towards the East. We pass by the

pillars of the Kalasasaya already described, and in front of its
perron, are found the remains of another building, a kalasa
saya of smaller size, or semi-subterranean Temple as Posnansky
called it.

\
ID

Coming to the Kalasasaya, to its north side, a bit to the
North East of the place where the Sun Gate stands, there can
be noticed the aperture of a small subterranean room, a11in
carved stone whích had also a stone roof. According to
Posnansky, this was one of the "rooms" where the personages
of Tiahuanaco used to líve. Personally, we believe that they
would have preferred to live in the Palace of the Sarcophagi,
and that this was a tomb, or perhaps, the entrance or atrium
of the real tomb, whích might be below. There are three or
four other similar rooms, but they are all covered.

'.

We a1so believe that it must have been an inside gate in
a much bigger building. Naturally, it does not stand in its
primitive place.

•
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. Posnansky, in ene of bis rare valuable studies, has de
monstrated the resemblance and relationship of these bas-relíefs
with those of the Sun Gate.

. t
•

It is fit to make clear that the shape of this Kalasasava
has nothing tú with the shape of the aboye mentioned, The
name of Kalasasaya is used only in respect of the existence
of the standing stones, arranged in their present state. The
building must have been something like a courtyard surrounded
by walls; Posnanskv assumed that the courtvard was below
the leveI of the outside ground, This has not been preved,
although it could be far from being .impossible.

•

. 'On' thewalls of this construction, by -now -disappeared,
there was a series of human heads crudely carved, of a natu
ralistic style, part of the same are kept at the Narional Mu
seum in La Paz. These heads were the cause of al1 the argu..
ments about the epoch of this building. According to their
sryle, they are not classical, and therefore to Posnanskv they
corresponded to the Pirst Period and te Bennett, to the lasto
Our interpretarion is based en the assumption that they
correspond to a culture before Tiahuanaco, these might have
been found by the population of that time ane used as
adornments. .•

JI' •

Inside the building, two monoliths were found, one of
ehem still there and the other, called "The Bennett Monolith JI I

in homage to its discoverer, has been takec to La Paz. It is
the biggest of all the monoliths found in Tiahuanaco up till
now, and it i& covered with bas-reliefs, in the classical style ..
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The Crea! Perron. 01 ihe KRlasasaya.
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A big ""desife pillar of tite Sotlfl¡
Wall oJ' tIte Knla;;ns(J!I(.f .
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On out map can be seen a great avenue, which reaches
the Kalasasava and the Palace of the Sarcophagi; in front of
it, to the South, stands Acapana. 1he same avenue reaches
the North side of the building which we are dealing with,
No traces of this avenue are lcít, except the space betwcen
the Kalasasaya and Acapana, but P. Cobo describes it in derail,
stating that it was more than fifteen metres wíde,

They are the 11.1in5of another palace, to the East of what
we have just described, and a little to the South.

6." Kantatayita or Kantataita.
The Indians we have addressed or lisrened to, pronounce

this name according to the first spelling, but there are sorne
writers who employ the second.

•

Our interpretation is that this monolith corresponds to
the First Period of Tiahuanaco, the Old Tiahuanaco. The
same thing we said in the case of the naturalistic heads applies
here, i. e. that this míght have been found by the Tiahuanaco
people of the classical period and they in turn used it as
adornrnent, or as an idol or god in their building. Similar
monolíths are found in Santiago de Huata, 011 the lake coast,
and in Jesús de Machaca, four Ieagues to the South of
Tiahuanaco,

The monolith still standing in the smal1Kalasasaya, is of
another style, and very primitive. It is a crude pillar, qua
drangular in shape with carved Figures in bas-relief, é111d which

" have not the geometry and beaury of the classical specimens.
There is a human shape, wíth sorne felines at its fecr, serpents
011 its sides, etc. It is of red grindstone which is soft and easy
for carving. .

•

-----~--------- -----
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The Kantatayita has- been a building similar to the Pa..
lace of the Sarcophagi, fortv metres long and thirty metres
wíde, but it is far more deteriorated, only in sorne places can
be seen the remains of the double row of foundations, which
formed the rooms' or halls.

The most extraordinary thing about this building is that
on its west central side can be found the monumental
maquette previously mentioned. It is a gigantic slab, litrle
\.
more than four metres long, four metres "vide and thirty cen-
timetres high. It is damaged in sorne places, especially where
the perron which served as entrance to the courtvard should
have been, but the details mentioned before can be observed
quite clearly, that is, an entrance place, a large courtyard, five
small perrons leading to a platform and in its rear part, six
holes, symmetricaIly quadrangular which seem to have served
to fit stones in the shape of smaU turrets.

This is the best and most complete maquette that has
been left to us of all the indigenous Pre-Columbian America.

The inhabitants of the place, following an old interpre
tation of sorne hasty traveller, believe that tbis maquette has
been a srone for sacrifices, where the blood of the victims
used to flow until it covered the above mentioned courtvard,
and that the small perrons were used to measure the quanrity
of the sacríficed blood. We heard rhis story the fírst time
we visited the site and it 1S very líkely that most of the pe0-
ple in the place still believe it.

7.- Acapana or the Great Pyral11id.
From Kantatayita we can go dírectly toward the West,

leading to a huge mound which stands aboye the panorama.
It is Acapana, the monumental construction overlookíng a11
Tiahuanaco. It is one hundred and eight metres 1011g,one
hundred and forty metres wide and sorne fifteen merres high.

•
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It is a huge pyramid, very much Iike the Mexican ones,
made of earth and with retaining walls in-its base. On its
West side it shows an additional structure, where the perron
giving access to its upper platforrn must have stood. . .

•

At present, this pyramid 1S totally deformed on account
of the excavations carried out iu search of treasures and its
supportiug stones to make buildings for the villagers: but still,
on sorne -of its sides, especiall y toward the East, it shows
fragments of its base retaining walls.

\

Reconsiruciion o{ lhe Kalasasaya o{ Tiahuanaco, in uieto 01 fhe remai";
aud o{ iis maquetie, fhe Kanfafayifa sione. The pillar« Izave seroeá as
suppor! to ¡he siones o{ the ouiside relaining wall. (Af~or~ing fo D: E;
lbarra Grasso, José de Mesa attd Teresa Gisberl),

, 1.1 f
I .b:; r.c.'"). •, •• .~
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1.; This building has. deserved quite a Ice -óf speculation.
Most of ahe modern authors have assumedtlaat-it was a n~tUt
ral hillock wbíeh man expleited with the idea, offbuilding. up
a fortress. Posnansky held the same argument: Fortúnatelv,
in 1953, the Bolivian investigator, José de Mesa, was able to
-reconstruct its real individualitv. . t..,

-



•

All the surface of this pyramid ís covered with smalI
green pebbles, which seem to have come from the coast, of
Guaqui Lake. We find the same S111allpebbles on the surface
of the Kalasasava terreplein, in the small pyramids. especially
where the Moon Gate stands, in Pumapuncu - which we will
deal with presenrlv - and in Huayla Pucaca, another pyramid
which stands a kilometre to the South and totally destroyed .

All over the place can be seen stray stones, exquisitely
carved: they have all been moved from their original sites,
and therefore we can say but little about them. To the
South, from the small lake to the border, there are rernains of
a big covered canal" which must have served as a drain for
the platform and the ceiling of the temple.

,

,

011 its top, also, on both sides of the platform, and
on the excavation already mentioned, there are still a few
foundations sorne eleven metres wide and-counting the length
of thepresent lake -Iittle more than sevenry rnetres long. Thesc
are the on1y remains of the temple which must have srood
there, just like the ones in the Mexican pyramids, crowning
the upper part of the pyramid.

t

A smalllake has formed on its top, the result of an ex...
cavation made in 1600 by a local commissionaire looking for
treasures: the earth drawn from this excavation has been piled
on the East side ot the pyramid, and there it forms a projection
which disfigures the plant and makes it lose the aspect of
pyramid to the less attentive observer. ,
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To the South of Acapana, near the railwav líne, t&ere is
anether small monolithic {ate," lt has no carving and it is
half interred ..- A small distance from it. passing the Iines. one
can see three monolirhs, ..which have been erected there and
which show great damage. They still show pieces of beauríful
bas-reliefs, but are but ruins.

. .
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, These small pebbles preve to us the existence oí a
ceveríng on the -pyramídal constructicns. for they: are found
onlv in Tiahuanaco. It must have been a son: of cover,

" tamped on mud, which would províde a colouring and a more
bríllíant aspect4tol ehe hrgher conseructíens. I - I

!' ,.' 111~ ~'...... <. l'• •
i

,r\1 On the South East part of Acapana, on its top, there are
a seríes''of humanbones in. a formless heap; the: remains of
whd ¡knows what great' dísaseer not ver ínvestigated. .
1 ... J 1) J ,¡ 1, ( " 1) rl ), ,
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,8,,,, PumapuHcu
--

Wh~t,'we have .said up to now covers the Brst.unit of
ehe Tiahuanaco ruins. We,have now to direct our attenrion
to another unit, something which is sepárate but of an extra
ordinary importance on account of the remains there found,

We can reach that place by two different ways. The
Iirst ís by staJting from th~ \pl~ce whhereVf;ewere ·1~s,t,going
through the station and. then throug a series of houses and
grounds full of .boulders (tpefe is.. 110 direct 'Toad); or. else,
going to the village and taking the easiest and most direct
way which passes before the present cemetery.

Pumapurícu -is composed ,.of -matlY 'things; but the ruins
thus directlvcalled are the following:

A terreplein, quadrangular in shape, one hundred and
sixty rnetres long, one hundrcd and fórty metres wide, six
metres high: its Eastern central part has been excavated in a
way similar to that practised in the small lake at Acapana.
There are no carved stones serving as retaining walls in íts
basement, but the chroniclers affirm that thev existed, and it
is they who also say that this building, rogerher with that of
Acapana, were "hand-made hillocks" . s

To the East of thís building, on its lower pare, there is
an enorrnous set of carved srones, which make something like
a plarform sorne eight metres wide and fort"ymetres long.
Accordíng to sorne people, the blocks found here must weigh
about three hundred tons.

The main part of the platform is composed of four series
of blocks, one after another, each of them formed of two or
more .blocks of él reallv colossal.síze, '

On one of their sídes, in each of these series of blocks,
there is a relief which is carved forming a sort of «seat» and
the authors have interpreted ..these as such. We will presentlv
deal with thjt belíef, I J _ ~ I J 1.1 •.. ¿

.2fl11 ) :JJJ '.' l!Jd . :tl! ... - .•

,

,



a1

-

•

-• •

•

•

- -

•

Reconstrucción in »arious planes of ¡lIe grea! Acapana pyramid:
•

01 lile bflilding in the upptr par), 0111]/sorne ¡ounda/iolls remain'
tohtreR5 01 the reiaining toRtls big blocks remain, above all to
the East (According lo [ose de MestJ alld Teresa Gisbert.)
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Only one of these gates, which although in fragmenta
can be píeced together (lately there has been an attempt to
reconstrucr it and uníte it with cement), has bas-reliefs on the
same píece, but they are much simpler ~hanthose on the Sun

•

To the right of this platform (alwavs counríng from the
aboye mentioned entrance), there is another series of blocks,
strangely carved, with jutting and indented sídes, and with
carved adomments in the form of small doors and stepping
crucíform squares: they are all alined, and sorne authors have
belíeved that these form the remains of a wall; actually they
are all moved from their places and have been ser there in
recent rimes. We wíll presently say what they have been,
but meanwhíle we have to go on with our descríprion.

Dispersed among the blocks we dealt with last and par..
tly amidst the stones of the platfonn mentioned prevíously,
there are remains of four monolíthíc gates, which in size and
shape resemble the Sun Gate, only they have no bas-reliefs:
ínsread, there is a hollow as. íf there a big slab could have .
been encased, so that it is verv likely that there muse have
been reliefs similar to those of the Sun Gate, but carved in'
that addítional piece, whích has disappeared,

. '-~.
There are some grooves on these blocks, Iooking like

small canals which finísh at each end -ín two er more circles:
these 'are rhe remains of the places where in the past there
were "kevs" or fe clamps" made of bronze, .whích uníted the
stones in order to make them fonn a whole unit.

•

One of these blocks, the third countíng from the entran
ce (there is an adobe walI surrounding tbese ruins, with a
gate), "ís very deteriorated and partlv interred between srones
so that'it cannot be easily seen.

•
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The carving is unfiníshed. That can be seen clearlv
because in the part excavated by the workman who made the
carvings, a series of little holes can be found: these little
holes were the mark made by the chief artists of the work to
indicate to the manual workcr, the arca to be scraped on the
stone. AlI lovers of fantasy have interpreted those little
holes as beíngfílled with golden naíls, a most arbitrary idea.

1.• el
•

•

•

. .
Half a .,0lL~fnll, adornment of
¡he gafes 01 Pumapuncu, similár

~

lo the MayalL buildings. In,

the background, a series of blocks
of the crumbling wall

Uf
• ~ 1

••

..

Gate. Thís gate has been called The Moon Gate by Pos..
nansky ¡and its relíefs are similar to those of the Moon Gate
ip the cemetery of the varíolous, already dealt with before.
That is to sav, they represent the ínrernal fríeze whích éan
.be seen on the Sun Gate, with físhes' heads instead of con...
dor heads. .•



•

,

Also toward the entrance, in front of the comer of the
platform, there are two important monolíths, about a metre
in size: they represent beings with human body and puma
head, with an ax in the hand, outlined on their sides. They
are called «Chachapumas- (puma men).

And now, let us return to the platform. Besíde it there
are a series of slabs, sorne four metres long and twenty cen
timetres thick. We assume they are roof covers.. , ,

Let us look at the "edges of the platform. On its top
side, toward the left of the entrance, there is a sort of (t edge '
excavated in the stone. Its width coincides exactlv with
that of the sIabs we have just dealt with.

And now, to the other edge oí the platíorm, the right
one. \Tbere is another tt edge", all. carved: then a sora.of
step and then the seone ends in an irregular form, uncarved .

There 1S another 5111a11 monolithíc gate, which .is belíeved
eo have served-asenerance for the "sacred pumas" (1) ro the
\ femple, and it is called The Puma Gate.

By the aboye mentíoned gate with the píece of threshold
ehere are three consíderablv ímportant- fragments of stones.
The bíggese, of a little more than half a -metre, shows us a
"demí-colun.n", put on a backíng and ending in a square
block: the other two píeces are broken demi..columns, These
are the only remains of circular columns to be found in Tía
huanaco, and according eo their form, must have served as
adornments to the sides of the temple gates, such as is the
case in the Mayan buíldíngs.
I•

•

• •

•

- - All these gates have a rhreshold; ~u~has we have seen
about the Sun Gate; full proof of it is found in the facr that
half of one of them ~which is found to the rig·h~ near- the
en!ra1!~e,..sti!! ~~s (~pje.ce.~fehís threshold, jupting out jeme
seven centímetres. ~.(

•
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Wiltrhwhat we have-iuse descríbed, we believe we have
enough material for our incerpretaríon. Cobe, speaking
about these ruins, tells us that the "platform" muse .have
been the temple or "principal wall of it": actually, it ís -so,

o It is a colossal wall, whose foundations have failed tó
support ie, falling in a block. The part that remained, that
to the ríght, has been its basement and that of the left the
upper part, supportíng the roof, "The seats" are' no such
rhing, but mouldings serving as adornment to the inside

•

upper part of tlie temple.

•I

,

•••

<Chachapunla ~

Pumapunc«: the id~l caJled
•

•

•1•

•

s[

I

.J •. r.
",

•

- We stíll have t'o consíder one ·d~tajl. In many place s
the eareh has slid and lers us see a litrle .underneath th"e
blocks forming the «plarfonn»: the' same, are complerely
smooth, well políshed. .. _, - _~

•
,,....,
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G..,.J( 1.,We cannot otherWis6teXphiiil the above mentioned de
taüs;lit e.~,the"factJthat the lower part.of thc blocks is polís- "
.hed?l~he:..abov.e said.edgesrcoincidíng wíth. 'th~ wídth of the
slabs in their upper part: whereas they are únpolished in.their
Iower, uncarved part: the "bronze keys ", which should be
us~léSsoin a platform would be fully justified instead in a wall

. threatened with an immínent fallo
... ~ This temple, in its shape, must have been of the same

~le as those of the Mayas, that ts, a Iarge quadrangular hall,
with a series of doors toward' its front, with a flat roof. In
its upper part, a,series of carved cornices forming a big frieze,
remains of which are the stones carved in angles, and with
adornments in the shape of doors previously commented on.
Later on, speakíng about the ti Inca' s writing desk ((,' we will
see this more clearly. Concerning the tidemi...columns el ( they
are clearly explained on account of the place corresponding
to them, and thus emphasizing the líkelihood wírh the
Mayal! buíldings. . ,

Very likelv, the temple existing on the height of Acapa
na, was similar to this one, onlv a little bigger and possibly
formed of smaller stones, which explains why it got more
easily destroyed. The existence of doors similar to the Sun
Gate, .ín.the temple we dealt wíth, indica tes that that door
oríginally must a180have been the door of a temple, sorne
thing which undoubtedlv does. nót: exist. in the Kalasasaya.

We do not deal with manv .other carved stones standing
in thís place for they .have all been moved and cannot be
well located as concerns their fúncrion. But we wíll com
ment on a mínor curiosirv.. r Ot1 the North edge oE rhe
pyramid, te the Norrhwest of thé aboye mentioned temple,
there are two brokeri slabs, carved with lines and small circles
on one edge. SOIne dístancé ~.way to the North East, there
is another similar stone ,qp~i',n.iuch bigger. There is an
hísrorical explanation 'for tneni:-'Garcilaso tells us that the

•
,



•

•

43

•
l ~
•
. - . .

f
• -

•

•

Reconslruaion in perspeciine of fhe PunlapunclI pyra mid- The
fetnple on the fop Ilas bren reco,tsfrllc'fed ln flte [orm af a block,
loifhoul fhe delai7s oJ ils exl?rn«l deconuton; fhe shapl!) of fi,e
building runs according f(l file Ir0111 wál', whiah altlzough falle,,~
remains almost tomple/e (Accordill.g to D. E. lbarra Grasso,
José de Mesa and Teresa Gisbett) .
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(. In our plan, to the East of the Pyramid of Pumapuncu,
we have marked a bíg square by means ef dots. Accordíng
to Cebo there was in that place a big square enclosure, with
a stone wall. Accordíng to the brief descríptíon, it could
have ·been-another Kalasasaya, but norhíng remains of it. It
is there also where he points out the exístence of two towers
or burving places, a1so disappeared. In the area, on1y some
big díspersed stones remain. .

We will proceed toward the West, passing by the pvra
luid; a líttle to rhe North of its Northwest comer there is á
big carved stone with small doors ando other carved geome
trieal works; it is the "Inca's writing desk" whose shape shows
an immediate relation with the stones of the temple fríezes
prevíously dealt with. The designs of the reliefs are smaller,
but ídenrícal to the above mentioned stones: thís stone shows
us the shape of a11 the unít of the fríeze, and it ís a real
model to try sorne day the reconstruction of the temple frieze,

From here a little to the South, in front of the temple,
we find a big cleft monolith, of style similar to that of The
Priest; it has been badlv neglected and its relíefs are almost
effaced, but there are enough still to realíze that the work
has been mosr valuable. The other half :has been used in
the building of a raílwav bridge, We prefer not to make any
remarks about this . . . . .

From here we can waIk a little toward the West; we
soon get to the peculiar edge of an undulated ravíne, built

9.- Pumapuncu EnviroHs

Incas, taking advantage. of the stones in the place, had an
edifice built there and roofed it with slabs, bur, as a11 the
Inca buildings alwavs had straw roofs, tb.ey 11combed' the
stones so that the roof appeared to be made of straw. That
ís exactly what 'the stones we have dealt with were .

•

•
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after the manner of ehetérrepleíns .of rhe pyramids; ehere ale
two big entrences and rhree juttillgs much Iíke points, and
on ,he whole, quite high. Sorne have believed that thev
were .,piers" J tEat the Lake reached their feet, and tbat the-y .

'. were buílr to have the "totora" crafes approach it.
. Actually; theír real funcríon has not been well explained ..'
and'rhe onlv relíable thing to state i$ that they were never
píers, among other oehíngs, because rhe Lake díd not reach

I

that place, .Thev form a sore of strange amphíeheaere and it"
ís líkelv that they were ehe pla.c_e~here great relígíous cere ..., :
montes wer~ held. ' ',; ,.

,.One oE the proofs, rhe clearesr,' abcut its beiog an ' áiti
fícíal buíldíng, besídes its shape whích could never have been'
natural, is tnat all 'the area ts covered w4th rhe small. green
boulders .pr~viouslynoted. The . sanie :thing takes ,'p']ace il(,',
ayer the top oE the Pumapuncu pyramíd. ,

.In.Qur p.l~n,there are two srreees.: ORe en each síde of :
. the Pumapuncu Pvramíd, tbat of the ~(~t.1S still rhere, and .

.a kilometre or so approximately to the Soutb we can get to
rhe site where the Huayla Pucara seood, a_-Pl'r~ínidalbu~14i~g"

, ldentical with Pumapuncu, in its shape and síze, but toeally
destroyed and with íts atea completely ploughed. There ís
still part of íes shape, enough to recogníze its pyramidal
strueture , and its surface is covered with rhe small green
boulders, whích show the prevíous exístence of pvramídal .
buil~ngs. r

Sorne two kílometres further South there are stíll other
rernains, heaps of stones moved from their places which little
eell us, although it is likelv that a thorough excavarion would
reveal quite' a loto It is in this región where three beautiful
monoliths were found, whíeh were raken to La Paz, by Pro..
fessor Maks Portugal.

These last, places have litrle eo show, and therefore we
will retum to the village, taking direetly the street we spoke
about and which lcads to the church •

,

- - - - _-
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:. The church is a11built with srones- taken from the ruins,
~ut we will refer only to those making the pilasters which '
support the courtyard' s arcades, and which we have referred
to before, te is easyto see tbat this ís not Spanísh work, and
rhat they have noe been carved for the present building.
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: ~. Walking alo~g the village streets we take .Il9te ,that_,.!o
all the houses there are stones taken from the ruias, sorne .of '"\ . . , . . ... .
thém 'Shbw.ing beautíful geometrical de~igns~.tl}ain.l:y ..pn;:~Ue.. ·..:'.L'
doors. In tlle sqúare, Inh(i)nt of .the church, protected by '::.::
fences, there are' two monoliths III seatíng posirion, which a.ve '.~
állegedlv man .and wífe hut. whích show no ~~~cati9Pqf· ,
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In the church neíghbourhood, turning to rhe Norrh,
there 'is a calamine 'gate looking on the courrvard. 111 that
courtyard the -owners have. erected one of the most beautiful
and well-kept monoliths of the classical perlad, full of relíefs
and. in' gray stone .

•

•

j •

Tiahuanaco ido! wJzich
stallJs al prcse"t 011 [he
side o[ file thurch' door of
the Tiahuoncco village,
The capifals can be seen
ai us balik, íhe sume as
in ..piclure .fvur... JI iI_
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In .the middle oltlie~qy'aré 'th~r¿ is ~ small recreation
kíosk: built as usual with the same stones; there are many
with sculptures, and there is une especially.ja beauñful slab
with a bas-relief representing a head of the classical sty1~.
.: A líttle further, 01\ _fheother side of th~ square, at the
, jront of a priva te house, there are tWQ other capitals used 'as
.seats, Finally, almost al1 the houses Iooking on the square
.have ·their doors with sides and lintels made of carved stones,
showing engravings in the shape of 8l11al1 doors and stepping
crosses. .
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With this work we hope to have contributed not only
to a better knowlédge of this great civilization, but also, at
least to clear up, in a way, the many fantasies which accom
pany it, in general furnished by those who are not specialísts
in these studíes, ~ "'-

•
Concerning the illustrations, they come from photo ..

graphs taken by the author in recent years, so that they
wholly give the actual image of the ruins.- ..

We have made a rapid visit to the ruins of the capital
of the most important indigenous civilízation of the Andine
region. In this visit we have not been satisfied with gazing
at what exists at present, for on account of its deteriorated
state there is Iírele to be seen at fírst view. Our work has
been that of trying to see whar each of the edífíces, whose
remains we have observed, nave been in the pasto

We also fumish -a-map and various drawings, done in
collaboration with Architecr José de Mesa and Mrs. Teresa
Gisbert, which will give a clearer idea of everything.

Our map is the first complete one, of all the set of
ruins, although it is small. One can see the outline of what
must have been a great city, and its streets give 1.1S a better
view of its main particularities, the great avcnue running East
to West, following the course of the sun, must have been the
main artery, the road of the religious proeessions.

The reconstruction rnust be perforce schematic, but ne
vertheless it makes the visíon of the unir more clear to our
eyes, and this is completed with the presentation of the re..
constructíon of the maio buildings .

•
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IMPRESO EN TALLERES

«A TLANTIC»
Cochabamba-Gral. Achá 165
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